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THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, 
INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR 
ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 15, 2019 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members: Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. 
McLaughlin, Mr. Nash, Mr. Aebersold, Mr. Barksdale, Dr. Knable and President Blair.  
    
ALSO PRESENT:  Amy Stein, Mike Hall, Mickey Thompson, Police Chief Bailey 
Linda Moeller, Shane Gibson, Officer Cameron Schultz and Mindy Milburn   
 
President Blair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MOMENT OF REFLECTION:  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 
Mr. Phipps moved to approve Regular Meeting Minutes for August 5, 2019, Mr. 
Barksdale second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Coffey and Mr. 
Caesar who abstained.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS – COUNCIL: 
 
Dr. Knable reported that he received an invitation to go and see Cherry Valley to 
evaluate some of their maintenance needs. He stated that he doesn’t know if anyone else 
has walked or driven that nine recently but the bridges are particularly concerning for 
him.  
 
Mr. Blair stated that any time they look at doing a substantial investment they need to 
look at the overall health and viability of the program.  
 
Mr. Caesar stated that in his tenure Cherry Valley has taken care of everything aside 
from asking for help with some paving so he isn’t sure how good their numbers going to 
be.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin stated that he has played golf at the location numerous times and he 
doesn’t think the bridges there now can be repaired/replaced. He added that he isn’t sure 
if the county could be considered in this conversation as well.   
 
Dr. Knable stated that the schools utilize it quite a bit as well so regardless of how they 
do it he would just like to know the plan.  
 
Mr. Blair asked if he would like to put together a committee to work on this.  
 
Dr. Knable stated that they could asked Mr. Gibson first to look into it and give them an 
update before the next meeting and if there isn’t a plan, they can put together a 
committee.   
 
Mr. McLaughlin stated that he would like to know how many people utilize the facility.  
 
Dr. Knable stated that he isn’t sure but he sees it as a safety issue and wants to look at 
this before someone gets hurt.  
 
Mr. Blair stated that he believes the city owns it and leases it to Cherry Valley.  
 
Dr. Knable stated that he will get more info prior to the next meeting because it sounds 
like there are a lot of moving parts to it.  
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Mr. Coffey stated that he would like to see what they put forth for Valley View as 
compared to Cherry Valley because he believes it should be a little bit more balanced on 
how they allocate this type of money. He added there is a lot of history at Cherry Valley 
and the schools utilize it so it is important to the community.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin added that the schools use Valley View as well.  
 
Mr. Coffey stated that if it is a city owned park it should be ran accordingly. 
 
Mr. Blair stated that at this point they are speculating so they need to wait until they get 
more information. He asked the council as a whole if they felt like after having the two 
budget session they are ready to move forward with approval, or would they like to have 
another work session. 
 
Dr. Knable stated that he is comfortable moving forward other than allocating the 
charitable monies. He explained to those that weren’t present at the last meeting that they 
looked at creating some sort of schedule or system for people to make requests for this 
money. He stated that the Rules Committee (Knable, Caesar and Blair) needs to meet on 
this to create some sort of application or deadline that stipulates the total amount 
($100,000.00) that they will be spending for the year.  
 
Mr. Caesar stated that he would be all for that. He added that he doesn’t think he needs 
another budget session but he would like to see totals for what Mr. Gibson thinks the 
growth is going to be and the grand totals for all departments simplified in one sheet.   
 
Mr. Blair stated that it would be part of the ordinance. He added that he would like to see 
more money put towards paving and he thinks there is some merit to letting 
Communications stay in EDIT with additional money allocated for police cars.  
 
Mr. Caesar stated that he views Communications as a fixed cost with the general budget 
consisting of all fixed cost items, and he would like to see police cars outside of the 
budget  
 
Mr. Blair stated that from an accounting/financial reporting standpoint there are some 
difficulties with understanding these financial statements and he thinks this may simplify 
it. He added that he is going to be scheduling some departmental reporting in October for 
things like Storm Water and TIF Districts  
 
Dr. Knable asked Mr. Gibson if the bridges at Cherry Valley are safe and if not, what 
would be the best way for them to facilitate making them safe. He asked if there is a plan 
moving forward. 
 
Mr. Gibson stated that Mr. Mason brought all of the issues at Cherry Valley to the 
Facebook world last week and he met with him Friday to ask what his needs are. He 
stated that the bridges are in need of repair but he didn’t indicate that they are ready to 
collapse tomorrow. He explained that the thinks that a true analysis needs to be taken of 
the whole site to see what the needs are and to see how the financials work. He added that 
Mr. Mason dropped off a bunch of files on Monday and he will go through them this 
weekend. He also told Mr. Mason that the city isn’t against helping but the first step is to 
ask for help.  
 
Dr. Knable asked if he is on a year-to-year lease.  
 
Mr. Gibson explained that it is a holdover lease from his agreement with the former joint 
parks department. He stated that the lease is very detailed and indicates that Mr. Mason is 
responsible for everything, but he doesn’t know if that is realistic anymore. He added that 
he asked Mr. Mason to get him some of the operating costs so that he can look at it and 
he will know more after he goes through that information.  
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Dr. Knable stated that from what he is hearing from the community they would like to 
keep it operational as a golf course for more affordable golfing options in the city, but he 
doesn’t know how they get there. He added that his main concern is keeping it safe in the 
short-term.  
 
Mr. Gibson stated that they have made arrangements that if Mr. Mason shuts down 
tomorrow, the schools will be covered. He added that he can’t answer the larger questions 
until he reviews the information, but at some point they need to have a bigger discussion 
regarding the property.  
 
Dr. Knable stated that he would be happy to be part of the conversation when Mr. 
Gibson is ready to move forward.  
 
Mr. Gibson explained that the site is owned by the state but there is a small sliver listed 
as the city. He stated that he needs to look into that to make sure it wasn’t an error but at 
one point, or currently, the property was owned by the state and they allow the city to 
continue using it.     
 
Dr. Knable stated that this might allow them to get creative with it and look into getting 
money from the state.  
 
Mr. Gibson asked that they give him a week to educate himself on all the information 
and explained that the goal right now is to get through the season because he needs 
operating help immediately.  
 
Mr. Blair stated that part of the discussion needs to be if there is a better community use 
for the property.  
 
Mr. Coffey stated that they can’t take any more out of the west end so this needs to 
remain a green space.  
 
Mr. Blair stated that it could be a different type of park but not a golf course.  
 
Mr. Gibson reminded them that this property is state owned so they can’t do anything 
with it without them getting involved. He added that he would imagine it would remain a 
green space is some fashion. 
 
Mr. Nash asked what percentage is flood plane 
 
Mr. Gibson stated that likely most of it is.  
 
COMMUNICATION - MAYOR  
 
Mike Hall stated that Mayor Gahan wanted to thank them for all of the work that they 
are doing on the budgets  
 
COMMUNICATIONS – OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS OR CITY OFFICIALS: 
 
HORSESHOE – Mr. Aebersold  
 
Mr. Aebersold explained that they just had a meeting and outside of the usual request for 
money their biggest concern is the closing of the Sherman Minton Bridge. He stated that 
they were going to have 1si write a letter to the INDOT but there was some issues with 
getting it finished, and he is very surprised that 1si hasn’t jumped on this harder to make 
their local voice heard. He stated that all of the businesses in downtown are going to hurt 
and they need to get ideas from these businesses regarding the closures before any 
decision is made. He suggested at the meeting that they should consider having a work 
day on Saturday or Sunday when traffic is light so their work week would be Wednesday 
thru Sunday, and possibly working three shifts.   
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Mr. Phipps stated that all six plans being talked about are bad. He added that downtown 
businesses are busiest on the weekends so the plan Mr. Aebersold is suggesting might 
hurt them more.   
 
Mr. Aebersold stated that it is going to hurt the businesses either way. He added that the 
time limits are all so close that he doesn’t understand why a total closure would even be 
considered.  
 
REPORTS – COMMITTEES, BOARDS OR OTHER OFFICIALS AS 
REQUESTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE COUNCIL: 
 
APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS: 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:                       READING 
 
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:  G-19-01 (Unreasonable Noise)  
 
Police Chief Bailey stated that he spoke with them at the last meeting regarding the 
changes to the noise ordinance and wanted to reiterate that this year they had fewer calls 
regarding fireworks. He explained that he would prefer this be separate from the noise 
ordinance because it is going to be hard to enforce as the officers have to witness 
ordinance violations before they can take action. He stated that when it comes to 
enforcement of these types of issues, priorities are important, so on a day like the 4th of 
July they will prioritize domestics or a more critical incident over a fireworks run. He 
added that on a personal note, it occurred to him that they are banning fireworks all but 
3.7 days out of the year and that is a little tight.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PETITIONER:  G-19-01 (Unreasonable Noise) 
 
G-19-01 Ordinance to Amend Ordinance 96.01-96.02           Barksdale/Knable 3 
  Regarding Unreasonable Noise 
 
Mr. Barksdale introduced Bill No. G-19-01 for third reading, Dr. Knable second. 
 
Dr. Knable withdrew his second.  
 
Mr. Phipps moved to amend the ordinance to read one week after July 4 to 
encompass July 10 & 11. Mr. Barksdale second, all voted in favor with the exception 
of Mr. McLaughlin who voted no.    
 
Mr. Barksdale introduced Bill No. G-19-01 for third reading as amended, Dr. 
Knable second. Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar Mr. McLaughlin, and Mr. Aebersold voted 
no. Mr. Phipps, Mr. Nash, Mr. Barksdale, Dr, Knable and Mr. Blair voted yes. Bill 
G-19-01 becomes Ordinance G-19- 03 
 
Dr. Knable explained that in the intervening time since the second reading he has been 
getting a lot of people telling him that this ordinance is a good idea and just a few saying 
that it isn’t. He stated that no ordinance is easy to enforce and with regards to Chief 
Bailey’s comments, he is absolutely correct in the way that he would prioritize the run. 
He added that he doesn’t think any of them would expect anything different. He stated 
that not everyone that has issues with fireworks calls because they don’t want to be seen 
as a bad neighbor and are intimidated to report it. He added that he knows that there are 
many military personnel members that aren’t affected by PTSD but there are a lot of 
veterans that are, and that is his main concern. He stated that he has heard from several 
people about the tight window and he is open to adding one or two days on either side to 
accommodate for unpredictable weather and to add latitude for schedules. He reiterated 
that the most compelling piece is the PTSD component and if it can help one veteran, he 
is voting for it.   
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Mr. Barksdale thanked Ms. Stein for putting this together and working in their changes. 
He stated that he would be supportive of adding a day or two in that window but the pet 
issue and the veteran issue is why he is in favor of the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Phipps stated that the only opposition he heard was asking for a few days on either 
side to have an extra weekend cycled in case of bad weather. He added that fireworks 
could be a hazard to property, particularly in the fall season if it is allowed to go on year-
round.  
 
Mr. Aebersold stated that if they add a few days on either side they are going to wind up 
with the scenario that they already have now.  
 
Mr. Phipps stated that but with this ordinance they would have a cutoff.  
 
Mr. Aebersold stated that this is already going to be difficult to enforce and his question 
is why these individuals aren’t calling the police when it becomes a nuisance. He added 
that they are going to have to do the exact same thing with this new ordinance so if they 
aren’t already do it, they won’t.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin stated that he has received some calls in the opposite direction and the 
problem with it being nestled into the noise ordinance is that there are already other 
issues with cars/ music that aren’t getting enforced.  
 
Mr. Coffey stated that this ordinance is almost impossible to enforce because the officers 
have to actually witness it. He added that he feels like there is a trend with government 
trying to restrict the rights of the people, and while he applauds the effort to comfort 
some, it shouldn’t be at the expense of others and at the expense of honoring soldiers on 
the 4th of July.  
 
Dr. Knable stated that on the 4th of July they do have the right to set fireworks off with 
extended hours. He explained that he has taken care of veterans from WW1, WWII and 
on up and there wasn’t a single war where some of them weren’t affected by PTSD. He 
added that this has nothing to do with bravery or whether or not they suffer, and while he 
doesn’t think Mr. Coffey was implying differently, he wants to make the point that some 
carry that scar differently. He asked for them to show him an ordinance that isn’t difficult 
to enforce but yet they still want to have some standards.  
 
Mr. Phipps stated that they are allowing people to have a week on either end and they 
can’t just continue to allow people the ability to set them off whenever they want because 
the state doesn’t forbid it for any other times.  
 
Dr. Knable stated that regardless if is a small minority or not, he is going to vote with the 
veterans that this ordinance will help. He reiterated that they do allow for ample 
celebration for the 4th of July.  
 
Mr. Nash stated that he saw a couple of posts on Facebook regarding personal freedoms 
but asked where one’s personal freedom and liberty start and where does your neighbors 
end. He added that people aren’t just setting these off on their property, they are going 
out to the middle of public streets in front of the neighbor’s homes. He stated that at some 
point your freedom has to come to terms with everyone else because you can’t just go 
around doing whatever you want, whenever you want.   
 
Mr. Coffey stated that it is all about respect.  
 
Mr. Nash stated that relying on respect hasn’t worked so they have to address it in a 
different way.  
 
Mr. Coffey stated that if they are going to do something, they should get the state to step 
in and not allow these types of fireworks to be sold because the Police Chief has already 
told them that this is going to be hard to enforce.  
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (NON-AGENDA ITEMS): 
 
Randy Smith, stated that Mr. Gibson mentioned that he never heard of anyone 
complaining about paving and he wants to applaud the paving that they received. He 
stated that most of paving he has seen in the city is done in three stripes which creates 
two seams, but Elm Street was paved last night in two stripes and it was perfect. He 
added that having said that, there are curbs and sidewalks that are awful and have been 
like that for 22 years. He stated that you can’t have a good drainage system without good 
curbs and added that Mr. Thompson is going out tomorrow to look at the location 
because the contractor destroyed them. He reported to them that he has put in a public 
records request regarding the finances of the aquatic center and stated that he hopes they 
can help if he has trouble getting them. 
 
Jason Applegate, Extol Magazine - 210 E. Elm Street – he stated that they have an 
event coming up on August 30 at the riverfront amphitheater and would like to extend an 
invitation to the council. He thanked the Board of Works for allowing them to use 
riverfront and added that all of the proceeds from the event will go to charities including 
USA Cares, the Crusade for Children and NAHA.  He thanked the council for continuing 
to allow people to use the riverfront for such events.  
  
ADJOURN: 
  
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________   _____________________________ 
Scott Blair, President                        Mindy Milburn, Deputy City Clerk 
  


