THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL HOLD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2011 AT 6:00 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by Vice President Diane Benedetti at 6:00 p.m.  

Present: Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gonder, Mr. Messer, Mr. Zurschmiede and President Jeff Gahan. 
Also Present: Mickey Thompson, Street Commission; Kay Garry, Controller; Matt Juliot, Fire Chief; David Hall, Animal Control Director; Carl Malysz, 

Mr. Gahan called the meeting to order at 6:00 and asked David Hall to come forward.

Mr. Hall stated that they do have an increase in their budget this year because they are hiring a new animal control officer and for the first year he will pay half the salary out of a non-reverting fund. He explained that she has attended training and they paid for that training but this is the only expense they increased. He discussed the importance of the support of the not-for-profit organizations and the volunteers that work with their organization.

Mr. Coffey suggested that they fund this position out of the EDIT fund from a year to year basis, because this organization never asks for anything more than what they need.

Mr. Gahan asked Fire Chief Juliot to come forward and review his proposed budget with the council, and he asked that he start with information on the new pumpers.

Chief Juliot presented pictures of the current pumpers that they are using along with a spec sheet for the new trucks and explained that they have needed these trucks since he has been chief. He stated that he was told to go and find what was out there and perhaps money could be used from one of the TIF Districts. He stated that ISO will be coming into town this year to inspect their equipment and one of the trucks will not even pass the pump test and if something happened while the truck was being used it could mean a lawsuit for the City.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the problems with the older trucks and the financing mechanism for the purchase of the new trucks.

Chief Juliot stated that he did budget for two number pumpers prior to finding out he could use the TIF fund monies so they can take that $800,000 out of his budget.
There was a lengthy discussion regarding separate lines items in the fire budget.

Chief Juliot informed them that the ambulance service is not meant to be a money maker, but they do collect money to cover the costs of running the service and they only make 911 runs.

Mr. Gahan asked Mickey Thompson to come forward to discuss the Street Department budget and the cemetery budgets. He stated that the budget this year reflects longevity in the salaries, and that there is an increase for new radios because theirs are dated and the batteries do not make it to the end of the day, as well as an increase in the the amount for fuel in the Cemetery budget because they are running short.
Mr. Benedetti asked where the salt is listed.

Mr. Thompson stated that is under the LRS fund and he has been getting that through the State Bulk purchasing because they can get if for a better price.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the LRS funding.

Mrs. Benedetti asked about the replacement of street signs.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the replacement of signs.

Mr. Coffey pointed out that the city pays county taxes and we should be able to use the sign making equipment they have.

Mr. Thompson stated he would talk with Mr. Quackinbush 

Mr. Gahan stated that they would meet at 6:00 before the next meeting to finish up the budget.

ADJORN: 

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

Jeff Gahan,  President




Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
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